Dear All,
Most of you will have heard by now about the very sad passing of
Steve Knight, our dear friend and colleague.
Steve died suddenly and unexpectedly on 17th August. Everyone
will have seen Steve’s incredibly beautiful work on stage – he
brought something very special to all Firebird performances. We
have received many tributes to Steve and his work; we will post all
of them on Firebird’s website and include a small selection at the
end of this letter.
There are many things we would like to do to remember Steve, to
help us move on and take our memories of him into the future: we
are still discussing our ideas and talking about how we will make
them happen.
For now, however, we would like to introduce the Steve Knight
Memorial Workshop Fund. This will be used to fund a day’s
workshop every year for all members of Firebird Theatre. We think
Steve would have very much approved of this idea.
The plan is to run the Steve Knight Memorial Workshop Fund for 5
years and then review what should happen next.
To enable us to do this we would need to raise £350 every year for
5 years to pay for the workshop. This amount would cover the cost
of paying someone workshop fees and expenses. Any monies
saved would automatically be carried over to the next year; any
monies raised would be dedicated to this scheme only.
We have already been given a generous donation of £100 towards
the first workshop and would like to open this up to others who feel
they would like to donate to this fund.
Members of Firebird have said that they want to give to the fund in
lieu of flowers for Steve. We know that many of you already donate
through the Friends and Supporters Scheme so please do not feel
obliged to give more – we are hoping that small donations will
quickly add up to the amount we are looking for to get us started.
We will ask our trustees to look at other ways of raising the target
amount for next year and subsequent years.

Although this has yet to be confirmed, we are very much hoping
that Olivier award winner, Kathryn Hunter, who worked with us on
Faustus and has run other workshops for us, will lead the first
Steve Knight Memorial Workshop for us next year. We will let you
know as soon as this has been confirmed.
Please contact us if you would like more information. If you want to
make a donation, please make cheques payable to Firebird
Theatre; cash donations also welcomed.
Tributes to Steve:
 So very sad to hear about Stephen’s death. His dance in
Caliban remains one of the most moving pieces of theatre
I’ve ever seen and I’ve spoken to so many people about it.
Please pass on my condolences to his family. Jan Burke,
supporter and audience member
 He was bright and intelligent and amazingly sensitive to people,
to language, to stories and the human condition. He had a
brilliant wicked sense of humour! He was brave and fearless
and had an expressiveness of soul that emanated from his
eyes and his fingers and his body. Kathryn Hunter, Patron of
Firebird and Olivier Award winner
 So sad to hear about Steve, he was a kind and lovely man
with a wonderful soul he was a huge part of Firebird and all
that it stands for, His performances have always been
beautiful and he will be sorely missed. My condolences go
out to his family and friends at this difficult time but his
memory will live on with us and in all that Firebird does. J
Costello-Roberts, BOV Senior Technician (Studios)
 I got to know Steve through my connection with Firebird
Theatre. Steve was an incredibly thoughtful performer and
was magnetic to watch on stage. I shall also remember
Steve as a man with a delightful and mischievous sense of
humour as well as someone who showed great support,
patience and tenderness towards others.
John Nicholson, actor, writer, Peepolykus
 He was a rare talent indeed and such a sweet, sweet man.
Tristan Sturrock, Theatre Damfino, Kneehigh

